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About the Michigan Great Lakes Wind Council

Background

The Michigan Great Lakes Wind Council, created by Executive Order 2009-1, serves as an advisory body
within the Michigan Department of Energy, Labor & Economic Growth to examine issues and make
policy recommendations related to offshore wind energy development in Michigan. The 29-member
council consists of key state agency representatives and stakeholders appointed by Governor Jennifer M.
Granholm (the council members are listed on the back of this page).

The council was charged with recommending a process for engaging the people of Michigan in a public
dialogue about offshore wind to ensure that statewide interests are considered whenever significant
permitting decisions are made. It was to identify criteria for identifying and mapping areas that should be
categorically excluded from offshore wind energy development as well as those areas that are most
favorable to such development, and provide these criteria in a report to the governor. In addition, the
council was charged with recommending permitting criteria for offshore wind energy and providing input
on proposed legislation and rulemaking, as appropriate. The council does not review or make
recommendations related to specific development proposals.

Key recommendations to date

B The council recommended a set of 22 criteria to identify and map the most and least desirable areas
for offshore wind energy development in the state’s Great Lakes. For example, the most favorable
areas must be at least six miles offshore and avoid shipping lanes, sensitive fish and wildlife habitats,
etc. The five largest most favorable areas are located in southern Lake Michigan near Berrien County,
northern Lake Michigan near Delta and Mackinac Counties, outer Saginaw Bay, and Lake Huron near
Sanilac County (see the List of Mapping Criteria document for details).

B The council has provided input on a proposed legislative framework for the siting and regulation of
offshore wind energy systems on the state’s Great Lakes bottomlands (See Summary of Council’s
Input: Siting and Regulation of Offshore Wind Energy for an overview).

The council is hosting meetings in Saginaw/Bay City on March 25, Escanaba on April 14, and Muskegon
on May 4 to get input on its recommendations. In addition, comments can be submitted to the council via
the council’s website at www.michiganglowcouncil.org (using the comments form on the “Contact Us”
page) or by e-mail at info@michiganglowcouncil.org. The council will consider all of the input as it
prepares its final report to be issued in the fall of 2010.

For More Information

For more information and to sign up for to e-mail updates about council meetings and activities, go to the
council’s website, www.michiganglowcouncil.org.
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